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THE PANDEMIC feat. The Career Center
Register at
Tuesday, February 23 // 1PM–2:30PM
Searching and applying for jobs is hard even in the best of 
times. Companies are still hiring, but how do you get in? 
The Career Center will be sharing tips, advice, and insight 
on securing a job during these difficult times.
Papazian skips A.S. board meeting 
Some San Jose community members voiced 
frustration Wednesday during the San Jose State 
Associated Students Board of Directors meeting after 
President Mary Papazian, who was scheduled to 
attend and expected to address Gregory Johnson Jr.’s 
case, was absent. 
Lou Dimes, president of Black Liberation and 
Collective Knowledge (B.L.A.C.K.) Outreach, a 
San Jose activism collective, said Papazian 
disrespected Johnson’s memory and family by 
not attending. 
“We’ll sit here [at the A.S. meeting] 
and wait for her [to come],” Dimes said 
during the meeting. “[Papazian] needs to 
understand [not showing up] is a big 
mistake . . . [She’s] wasting people’s time and 
disrespecting the community [by not] coming out and 
supporting [Johnson].”
Johnson was an SJSU student and Sigma Chi 
fraternity member whose body was discovered 
hanging in the fraternity’s basement in 2008. 
The University Police Department and Santa Clara 
County Medical Examiner-Coroner’s Office ruled the 
case a suicide, according to the autopsy report. 
Johnson’s parents called the case a murder and a 
hate crime and have advocated for the reinvestigation of 
his case. 
Papazian attends A.S. board meetings once 
or twice a year to respond to general questions 
from meeting attendees, according to 
Kenneth Mashinchi, senior director of strategic 
communications and media relations.
She was unable to attend Wednesday’s meeting 
because of technical difficulties and time constraints, 
Mashinchi said.
“A few minutes before her scheduled arrival, 
[Papazian] discovered the Zoom link she had 
received [for the A.S meeting]  was for a future 
personnel committee meeting,” Mashinchi said 
in an email. “By the time the error was 
corrected, only five minutes remained before 
she needed to proceed with her next 
scheduled commitment.”
He also said Papazian was unaware the agenda item 
concerning Johnson would be discussed at the meeting.
Papazian sent a campuswide email acknowledging 
the controversy surrounding Johnson’s case 
By Stephanie Lam
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR
INFOGRAPHIC BY BRYANNA BARTLETT
Papazian decided whatever this other 
meeting is, it’s more important than 
[listening] to [Denise Johnson,] whose 
son was murdered at the school that 
[she’s] in charge of.
Connor Petri
music education freshman
 A.S. directors presented the 
agenda item “Gregory’s Resolution 
Addressing Anti-Blackness and 
Systemic Racism,” asking the 
university to address demands of 
Gregory Johnson Jr.’s family.
 President Mary Papazian, who 
was expected to address Johnson’s 
case, was absent from the meeting 
because of technical diffi  culties and 
time constraints. 
 The resolution will be updated and 
discussed at future meetings.
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Campus may become vaccination site
While the San Jose State campus may 
become a coronavirus vaccination site 
for Santa Clara County, some students 
think the university should be a site 
specifically designated for students, 
faculty and staff.
President Mary Papazian announced 
the possibility of the campus vaccination 
site for the county in a campuswide email 
on Feb. 8 and stated the university is 
currently finalizing details.
“Since the beginning of the pandemic, 
SJSU has expressed interest in assisting 
the county’s efforts to help the city of 
San Jose and Santa Clara County,” said 
Kenneth Mashinchi, senior director of 
strategic communications and media 
relations, in an email on Monday.
Business administration junior 
Adriana Arreola said access to on-campus 
vaccinations would be convenient 
for students. 
“It’s a good idea to make SJSU a 
vaccination site since there’s students 
who don’t have cars and have to 
commute so it would be 
beneficial to those,” Arreola said 
in a phone call.
Like Arreola, political science 
junior Erica Powell said students would 
be more likely to get the vaccine if it was 
provided on campus. 
“It would make it easier for students 
to acquire the vaccine if there 
is a site on campus and 
that makes it more desirable,” 
Powell said in a phone call. “Most people 
don’t want it [the vaccine] because 
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COVID-19 vaccination site staff  wait at registration tables for residents to arrive at Levi’s Stadium in Santa Clara on Wednesday.
SJSU educators discuss identity politics
Some San Jose State 
political science experts 
think embracing people’s 
individual social and 
cultural identities in 
politics can help the 
country become more 
politically unified.
The term “identity 
politics” refers to groups 
of people with a particular 
racial, religious, ethnic, 
social or cultural identity 
who tend to promote their 
specific interests or concerns 
without regard to any 
larger political group, 
according to the 
Merriam-Webster dictionary. 
Political science professor 
Melinda Jackson said many 
people view identity politics 
negatively and it’s important 
to be aware of the context 
it’s used in. 
“It’s often used negatively 
by people who feel it’s divisive 
or prioritize the interest of 
one group over others,” 
Jackson said in a Zoom call.
Jackson, an expert in 
public opinion and voting 
behavior, said a good 
example of this is the 
commission created 
by former president 
Donald Trump intended to 
influence how children learn 
about U.S. history in schools.
Identity politics is not something that 
will go away and many movements are 
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If they choose campus as a designated site, [they should] 
prioritize students and staff  in its vaccine distribution 
process and then open it to the public. 
Adriana Arreola
business administration junior
Gregory Johnson Jr. supporters disappointed
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Megha Sharma, an applied 
math senior, said establishing 
an SJSU vaccination 
s ite  wi l l  increase 
accessibility to students 
living on campus who 
are waiting to become 
vaccine eligible.
“What sucks is that for a lot 
of college students, we’re still 
working to pay our bills, but 
aren’t considered ‘essential’ 
enough to get the vaccine 
yet,”  Sharma said. “We’re still 
risking our health to make our 
ends meet, but are unable to 
protect ourselves.” 
Santa Clara County 
( S C C )  S u p e r v i s o r 
Cindy Chavez said in a 
Feb. 18 news conference 
that volunteer support is 
essential for effective and fast 
vaccine distribution.
“We must have mass 
vaccination centers in large 
urban areas hard hit by 
coronavirus,” Chavez said 
in the conference. “We need 
trained volunteers to do 
all of this vaccination 
work because the execution 
of the vaccine programs 
is critical to getting the 
job done.”
According to a Tuesday SCC 
news release, the latest site 
establishment is the Emmanuel 
Baptist Church  located in 
East San Jose. 
The church has been 
a COVID-19 testing site 
since the fall and will 
begin walk-in distribution 
this week for both 
Pfizer and Moderna vaccines, 
according to the SCC website.
Vaccine eligibility will 
extend to workers in education 
and child care, food and 
agriculture, and emergency 
services beginning Sunday, 
according to California’s 
Public Health Department.
Arreola said campus should 
be designated specifically as a 
student vaccination site if the 
university intends to reopen 
campus in the fall. 
“If they choose campus as a 
designated site, [they should] 
prioritize students and staff in 
its vaccine distribution process 
and then open it to the public,” 
Arreola said. “Since we’re the 
ones on campus more and 
not being protected in our 
own SJSU community and can 
be at greater risk of getting 
COVID-19.”
Like Arreola, business 
administration senior Sean Hall 
said students and faculty should 
get priority for the vaccine.
“If classes are going 
to be in person then the 
students who are in person 
should be required to take 
the vaccine,” Hall said 
in a phone interview. “The 
university should provide 
enough online class 
alternatives for the 
ones who refuse to take 
the vaccine.”
The county aims to vaccinate 
at least 85% of residents ages 16 
and older by August 2021, 
according to a Feb. 4 SCC 
vaccine dashboard.
Hall said financial 
accessibility should be deeply 
taken into consideration with 
the development of vaccine 
distribution on campus 
and reflected in the final 
site model.
“Our campus has always 
been a shared place for the 
community to come together, 
with the democratic primaries 
being one example,” Hall said. 
“I think our campus is a safe 
place people can come to and 
know they’re being taken 
care of.”
on Feb. 18 and said 
the university would cooperate 
with county officials to 
review it.  
Around 50 people attended 
the meeting to show support 
for Johnson’s family and 
discuss avenues for justice. 
S e ve r a l  at ten d e e s 
during public comment, 
including Johnson’s mother 
Denise Johnson, said they 
were disappointed with how the 
university handled Johnson’s 
death in 2008.
“I will never forget my child,” 
Denise Johnson said. “I will 
never forget I sent a person of 
excellence, who wanted to do 
nothing but help the school 
and you [SJSU] sent him back 
in a body bag.” 
Connor Petri, a music 
education freshman currently 
taking the semester off, 
said Papazian should make 
discussions with Johnson’s 
family and their supporters 
a priority. 
“Papazian decided whatever 
this other meeting is, it’s more 
important than [listening] to 
[Denise Johnson,] whose son 
was murdered at the school 
that [she’s] in charge of,” 
Petri said in a phone call. 
Mashinchi said Papazian 
is committed to the ongoing 
efforts to address systemic 
racism and “looks forward to 
future opportunities to engage 




A.S. directors presented 
“Gregor y’s  Resolution 
Addressing Anti-Blackness 
and Systemic Racism” to ask 
the university to recognize 
and address the demands of 
Johnson’s family, including 
re-examining the incidences 
that resulted in his death. 
Directors also asked the 
university to document Black 
students’ experiences with 
intentional surveys and help 
provide more academic and 
financial support.
Some community members 
said during the meeting 
they were dissatisfied with 
the resolution.
Pamela Emanuel, a 
community  memb er 
and activist, said the 
resolution should include 
dismantling the Sigma Chi 
fraternity and A.S. should 
fund money for the 
case’s re-investigation. 
“I think those are 
great avenues to help,” 
Emanuel said during 
the meeting. 
Jocelyn Jones-Trammell, 
director of sustainability 
affairs,  drafted the 
resolution and said directors 
don’t have the authority to 
make those decisions. 
“We [directors] have 
discussed [these ideas] before 
but [A.S.] is restricted by 
certain laws . . . there are things 
we can and can’t do with our 
money,” Jones-Trammell said 
in the meeting. “Writing this 
document is the only thing 
that could happen that I could 
do in this moment.”
Kadence Walker, director 
of legislative affairs, said he 
understands the demands and 
recommended the resolution 
be updated and discussed at 
future meetings. 
“[We] understand you 
want that change and 
implementation immediately,” 
Walker said in the meeting. 
“I promise you all of us are 
going to do our absolute best 
to make sure this resolution 
and our actions in the future, 
address this situation.”
Trump released a 
Nov. 2 executive order that 
established the advisory 
1776 Commission. 
The order tasks schools 
with highlighting positive 
portrayals of U.S. history, 
but doesn’t make demands 
about what schools specifically teach, 
according to a Nov. 2 Education 
Week article. 
The 1776 Commission 
was part of Trump’s 
promise to promote 
“patriotic education.”
The order also directs federal 
agencies to monitor schools’ 
compliance with a federal 
law requiring schools to offer 
educational programs 
about the U.S. Constitution 
each year on Sept. 17, according 
to the same Education 
Week article.
Jackson said the rise of identity 
politics and a “bitterness” toward 
the U.S. being a 
systemically marginalizing country 
have both distorted perceptions. 
She said Trump’s 
insistence on viewing events in 
America’s history as somehow 
unpatriotic or un-American is 
dangerous and implies that to be 
patriotic is to praise anything the 
country does.
Political science lecturer 
Donna Crane said in 
her experience, identity politics 
is used to diminish power 
from historically underrepresented 
groups.
“You don’t hear about straight 
white men being accused of 
playing identity politics when 
they hold a majority of seats 
in Congress,” Crane said in an 
email. “Yet, why do women 
who are demanding President 
Biden appoint more women 
judges always need to play 
identity politics?”
Jackson said now there 
are more open discussions 
about racial inequality, 
social justice and economic 
inequality that may 
be uncomfortable but 
are necessary. 
“Although it’s not new, 
the year 2020 made the visibility 
of political conflicts greater,” 
Jackson said. 
Political science lecturer 
Kristina Mitchell said rejecting 
identity politics is not the answer 
to unifying the nation, but rather 
citizens must acknowledge and 
embrace it as the reality of politics. 
“It’s all about which identities 
we are paying attention to and 
that has changed over time,” 
Mitchell said in a 
phone call.
Mitchell, who has 
expertise in American 
politics, said political scientists 
have studied the way people 
vote and whether they 
look to leaders who 
share descriptive characteristics 
with themselves. 
“Identity politics is not 
something that will go away and 
many movements are centered 
around identity,” Mitchell said. 
She said over the last few years 
there’s been a lot of focus on what 
identities divide people.
In order to unify the nation, 
Mitchell said people need to 
learn how to respect one 
another’s identities and to 
appreciate their similarities.
Jackson also shared this 
sentiment.
“Being able to disagree 
without hating each other is very 
important,” Jackson said. “We are 
all people and we all have identities. 
To accept that rather than fight 
whose identity is better is the key 
moving forward.”
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You don’t hear about straight white men being 
accused of playing identity politics when they 
hold a majority of seats in Congress. 
Donna Crane
political science lecturer
Follow Jovanna on Twitter 
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Clinical nurse Haeden Tucker (right) gives Santa Clara County resident John Hui (left) a 
COVID-19 vaccination at Levi’s Stadium Vaccination Center in Santa Clara on Wednesday.
ILLUSTRATION BY NICK YBARRA
Ernest Kirk Jr., better 
known by the alias 
Black Folk Artist, has a style 
that depicts early pioneer 
America. He draws inspiration 
from his memories growing 
up in Louisiana and his 
journey to California during
 the Great Migration. 
Th e Great Migration 
defi nes the widespread 
relocation of Black Americans 
from the South to the 
North and West seeking 
better civil and economic 
opportunities, according 
to Britannica.
Nirvana Soul, a Downtown 
San Jose coff ee shop, 
displayed Kirk’s paintings 
for the fi rst two weeks of 
February to honor Black 
History Month.
“We always knew that 
Nirvana Soul would be an 
artistic space,” said Be’Anka 
Ashaolu, co-owner of 
Nirvana Soul. “What we 
were aiming for when we 
fi rst were opening was 
creating a space for artwork 
that would be joyful, healing 
and celebratory.”
Th e upstairs area of the 
coff ee shop is fi lled with local 
artwork that’s rotated every 
two weeks. Ashaolu said 
the shop has various mixed 
media art pieces ranging from 
colored pencil illustrations 
to acrylic paintings and 
diff erent art styles including 
hyper realistic work and 
animated readaptations.
Kirk said his artwork stems 
from his memories of daily 
life in Louisiana. He 
described his muse to be 
nostalgic artifacts including 
his grandmother’s sewing 
machine and wooden wagons 
made for children.
“My art depicts what I 
like to call Black pioneers of 
America, the beginning of 
America,” Kirk said. “Th e 
people who helped build this 
country, people who built 
the White House. America 
is basically built on the backs 
of Black slaves.”
Kirk, now 82 years 
old, participated in the 
Great Migration when 
he was seven years old, 
along with his parents and 
six siblings. 
Kirk and his family moved 
into his cousin’s garage upon 
their arrival to San Francisco, 
then moved to Oakland and 
fi nally settled in San Jose in 
the late ’80s.
He said he always had 
an interest in art and began 
checking out art books 
from Oakland Public 
Library. Eventually he began 
taking art classes at the 
College of San Mateo.
“Th at’s one thing that I am 
forever grateful for, looking 
back and realizing later on 
in my life, that my father 
made that decision to pack 
up his clothes and his family 
during the Great Migration,” 
Kirk said. 
Kirk said his specifi c folk 
art style began in the ’70s 
aft er fi nding inspiration from 
Jack Meyers, an artist whose 
paintings refl ected sketches 
and photographs he took 
in Louisiana. 
Although Kirk did not have 
a camera to mimic Meyers’ 
method of scenery replication, 
Kirk created his own art 
based on his childhood 
nostalgic memories. 
Kirk said folk art 
creates a sense of 
identity and storytelling 
deriving inspiration from 
traditions, community and 
cultural aspects. His acrylic 
folk paintings range from 
people picking cotton, plowing 
the fi eld and hanging clothes 
on lines, to children playing 
with toys made of wood within 
rows of cotton and greenery in 
the background.
“Even though there was a 
lot of negative things going 
on, I still see beauty in the 
fact that the sun is coming 
up, sun is going down,” Kirk 
said. “Th e perspective of the 
illustration, it can tell the 
story and also be beautiful 
in the process of rendering 
its meaning.”
Yana Rose, a co-worker of 
Kirk’s, said she didn’t know 
he was an artist until she 
saw his work displayed at 
Nirvana Soul. 
“Actually being able to see 
his work, made me feel so 
much closer to him. Ernest is a 
very quiet but kind man,” Rose 
said. “He has this sort of light 
that radiates from him and 
his artwork is no diff erent. It 
was powerful to see his stories 
on a wall, I was moved by his 
work honestly.”
Ashaolu said Kirk’s 
artwork felt personal 
and rare to see executed 
through paintings.
“It’s like I can tap into my 
own experience through his 
work and when he’s painting, 
his grandmother or his 
mother I can see my family 
in them,” Ashaolu said. “Th e 
feeling that I got was just 
familiarity and like a pride in 
how far we’ve come. And this 
being Black History Month, 
knowing obviously we still 
have a very long way to go.”
Kirk is currently working 
on a new portrait series called 
“Dead Legends.” Th is series 
consists of prominent fi gures 
in the Black community 
including Martin Luther King 
Jr., Lorraine Hansberry and 
James Baldwin.
“Taking advantage of 
Black History Month, to 
display your art, I consider it 
a blessing,” Kirk said. “I am 
happy to share my memories 
and stories through my art.”
sjsunews.com/spartan_daily 



















































The Spartan Daily prides 
itself on being the San 
Jose State community’s 
top news source. New 
issues are published every 
Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday throughout the 
academic year and online 
content updated daily. 
The Spartan Daily is 
written and published by 
San Jose State students 
as an expression of their 
First Amendment rights. 
Reader feedback may be 
submitted as letters to the 











































The Spartan Daily corrects 
all signifi cant errors that are 
brought to our attention. 
If you suspect we have made 
such an error,  please send 
an email to 
spartandaily@gmail.com.
EDITORIAL POLICY
Columns are the opinion 
of individual writers and 
not that of the Spartan Daily. 
Editorials refl ect 
the majority opinion 
of the Editorial Board, which 








Artist paints Southern memories
ILLUSTRATION BY BIANCA RADER
By Jovanna Olivares 
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
Follow Jovanna on Twitter
@joo_zunigaa
It’s like I can tap into 
my own experience 
through his work and 
when he’s painting his 
grandmother or his 
mother I can see my 
family in them.
Be’Anka Ashaolu
Co-founder of Nirvana Soul 
Coff ee Purveyors
Even though there 
were a lot of negative 
things going on I still 
see the beauty in 
the fact that the sun 
is coming up, sun is 
coming down. 
Ernest Kirk Jr.
Nirvana Soul gallery artist
sjsunews.com/spartan_daily 
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44. Chief Executive Offi cer
45. Map within a map
46. Shad
50. Trousers
52. Pertaining to the Sun






















13. Writing fl uids 
18. Hot chocolate
22. Objective case of “who”
24. Pearly-shelled mussel
26. Tailless amphibian







34. Drawers of building plans
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Model Kendall Jenner 
announced the launch of her 
own tequila brand “818” 
on Feb. 16. 
She explained on social 
media she’s worked on this 
project for four years, but 
Jenner’s new endeavour 
is distasteful.
Jenner’s tequila is an act of 
cultural appropriation and 
demonstrates the entitlement 
that exists within her family 
and celebrities alike. 
Th e history of tequila is 
deep-rooted in Mexican 
culture. Th e spirit is not only 
a signifi cant part of Mexican 
history and social life, but its 
production is also deliberate 
and symbolic. 
Generations of family 
farmers have planted their 
roots in the state of Jalisco, 
the heart of Mexican tequila. 
Th e United Nations 
Educational, Scientifi c and 
Cultural Organization added 
“Agave Landscape and 
Ancient Industrial Facilities 
of Tequila” to the World 
Heritage of Humanity list 
in 2006.
Agave cultural landscape 
areas are located in Jalisco 
and according to a 
Dec. 9, 2018 Latin America 
and Caribbean Geographic 
article, the landscape refl ects 
the working distilleries 
and growth of tequila 
consumption in society. 
Jimadors, Mexican agave 
farmers, are the backbone of 
the central production. 
Jose Luis Flores, a 
long-time farmer, explained 
his dedication to the craft  in a 
May 3, 2018 ABC article. 
“No one can replace us, 
not even a machine,” 
Flores said. 
Tequila production, 
specifi cally the 
agave plant, has 




cut by hand 
and the sweet, 
fragrant juices are 
extracted to create the 
distilled beverage.
Th e process is labor 
intensive and time 
consuming.
Many family-owned 
ILLUSTRATION BY PAULA PIVA
businesses are responsible 
for some of the world’s 
most popular brands 
including Jose Cuervo. 
Jenner doesn’t have any 
ties to Mexican culture 





sacred traditions of these 
family-owned businesses. 
Several Instagram 
comments said she’s just 
another white person 
capitalizing on other cultures. 
Th is is particularly 
off ensive to those who 
depend on tequila 
productions to support their 
families and livelihoods.
Jenner was also accused 
of a faux pas as she was 
sipping tequila over ice in 
her Instagram post, which 
is not the norm among 
regular tequila drinkers, 
according to the outraged 
Instagram comments. 
Th e Jenner/Kardashian 
family has a lengthy history 
of off ending and taking 
advantage of other cultures, 
including appropriating 
kimonos, a deeply cultural 
Japanese clothing item and 
have repeatedly stolen Black 
culture, fashion and slang. 
Jenner’s 2017 Pepsi Super 
Bowl ad was also criticized 
for trivializing the Black Lives 
Matter (BLM) movement, 
according to an April 5, 2017 
New York Times article. 
In the ad, Jenner 
downplayed the severity 
of BLM protests by simply 
handing a police offi  cer 
a Pepsi and consequently 
making “peace.” 
Th e scandal did not 
age well especially 
because the 
movement aims 
to bring justice 
to Black 








can resolve the fi ght 
for equality.
Her family’s history of 
insensitivity and performative 
activism presents no surprise 
that Jenner didn’t consider 
the cultural signifi cance of 
tequila production. 
Jenner’s tequila brand 
“818” pays tribute to the 
Los Angeles County area 
code including the affl  uent 
city Calabasas, where 
she resides. 
Jennie Molina, a health 
justice advocate from the San 
Fernando Valley, expressed 
Jenner’s tequila ignores tradition
Follow Madilynne on 
Twitter 
@madilynneee
Jenner’s tequila is an act 
of cultural appropriation 
and demonstrates the 
entitlement that exists 
within her family and 
celebrities alike.
her frustration with Jenner’s 
product in a Wednesday 
article by the LA Magazine. 
“Like many places in 
Los Angeles, wealthy folks 
try to erase the real people 
and culture from the 818 
to appeal to white folks and 
their version of the 818,” 
Molina said.
Jenner’s decision to use 
“818” as the brand name 
demonstrates her privilege as 
a white woman in the top 1% 
living in one of California’s 
richest areas. 
Bartender Lucas Assis 
said in an Instagram post 
that buying celebrity-owned 
tequilas is killing the industry 
because infl uencers simply 
reach out to factories and 
put their name on the bottle, 
according to the same 
LA Magazine article.
Th ere are a multitude 
of Mexican-owned tequila 
brands people should 
consider supporting instead 
of Jenner’s tactless 
new product. 
In the age of recognizing 
and standing up against 
racial disparities, it’s crucial to 
stand by communities that’ve 
produced tequila as part of 
their culture for generations. 
sjsunews.com/spartan_daily 
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Is online shopping the superior option?
No, it adds to plastic waste 
and increases emissions
Yes, it makes buying stuff  
more convenient and safe
Th ough shopping online is convenient, 
online corporations including Amazon 
damage the environment and signifi cantly 
hurt small businesses.
It may seem like packages just magically 
appear at your door, but online shopping 
requires in-person delivery to 
individual residences. 
Urban last-mile delivery, which is the last 
part in the delivery process, is expected to 
grow by 78% by 2030, according to a 
Jan. 10 World Economic Forum article. Th is 
will add to traffi  c congestion and increase 
carbon emissions by 30%.
“Rising congestion and emissions from 
e-commerce delivery are already putting 
stress on city traffi  c patterns,” said Christoph 
Wolff , head of mobility at 
World Economic Forum.  
He stressed the rise in demand will only 
put more pressure on cities that are already 
ill-equipped for increased traffi  c of delivery 
trucks, cars and planes.
Until the growing impact on global 
warming from e-commerce is solved, 
brick and mortar stores are the more 
environmentally friendly option.
Extremely high rates of returned items is 
another reason why online shopping should 
be avoided. 
With the lack of in-person changing 
rooms, many shoppers buy clothes from 
online stores and return them if they don’t 
fi t. Th is leads to more discarded plastic and 
further contributes to greenhouse 
gas emissions.
Amazon’s policy for allowing returns 
at high rates increases harmful emissions, 
especially during fl ash sale events such as 
Black Friday, according to a Jan. 27, 2020 
Business Wire article.
A Jan. 23, 2020 article in the journal 
“Research and Markets” showed more 
than a third of online shoppers returned 
a purchased item within the three month 
research period. 
Th e environmental repercussions of 
returns involves double the transportation 
and requires disposal rather than reselling an 
item in good condition.
Annual sales including Singles’ Day, a 
shopping holiday to celebrate being 
single, Black Friday and Cyber Monday all 
place a burden on the environment. 
Th e incredible amount of packaging, the 
shipping, delivering products in a short time 
and the disposal of old products all wreak 
havoc on Earth.
Online shopping also negatively aff ects 
small businesses.
Retail stores have seen record-high 
closure rates during the pandemic, while 
e-commerce websites including Amazon 
have seen profi t booms over the past year. 
According to marketing research 
company, CoStar Group, 12,200 stores plan 
to close because of revenue loss caused by 
the pandemic.
We should not allow our mom-and-pop 
family businesses to be shut down because 
of large companies like Amazon taking 
advantage of the economy.
Th e plummet of brick-and-mortar stores 
is in stark contrast with the rise of online 
retailers, which have seen a 6-10% increase 
of all products over the past year, according 
to the United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development (UNCTAD).
“Th e COVID-19 pandemic has 
accelerated the shift  towards a more digital 
world,” said Mukhisa Kituyi, UNCTAD 
secretary-general. “Th e changes we make 
now will have lasting eff ects as the world 
economy begins to recover.” 
While my colleague points out emissions 
have improved during the pandemic, the 
dramatic drop was caused by a decrease 
in commuter transportation because 
of lockdowns and isn’t related to online 
shopping, according to a 
Jan. 15 Nature article.
Th e United States contributed the most 
to the global dip, with a nearly 13% decrease 
in its emissions, due mostly to a sharp 
decline in vehicle transportation . . . and 
continued as the pandemic escalated at the 
end of the year,” according to the article 
citing research from the Journal of Nature 
Communications.
Accessibility does not always 
mean improvement. 
Online shopping is just another way for 
big corporations to continue fi lling their top 
executive’s pockets while taking away cash 
from in-person businesses that were already 
struggling before the pandemic. 
While we’re in the midst of a global 
pandemic, the ability to shop online is 
not only valuable and convenient, but 
also necessary to allow us to remain 
socially distant until the spread of the 
coronavirus is controlled.
Online retail sales increased 
40% from 2019 to 2020 according 
to DigitalCommerce360, a business 
research website. 
Rightly so, as people shopped online 
to avoid catching COVID-19 instead of 
visiting grocery and retail stores.
Online services provide a safe 
shopping method while the pandemic 
still rages.
A basic understanding of COVID-19 
is you can only catch the virus from 
other people, so staying home is a 
fantastic way to avoid it, provided 
everyone in your home takes the 
same precautions.
COVID-19 is transmitted through 
respiratory droplets from coughs, 
sneezes or talking within six feet of 
another person, according to the 
guidelines of the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC).
Anyone who has been in a grocery 
store knows that even when stores 
attempt to maintain distance between 
customers, results are inconsistent 
at best.
Online shopping makes the 
coronavirus a non-issue because 
packages are delivered to your front 
door and for the most part, there’s no 
human interaction involved.
We all have to leave our homes 
eventually and masks allow us some 
degree of protection from the virus.
However, wearing a mask doesn’t 
guarantee you won’t catch COVID-19.
In fact, the effectiveness of masks 
vary by their material with the 
commonly available cloth mask being 
the least effective, according to the 
same CDC guidelines.
On top of that, N95 masks, the 
“gold standard” in protection from 
COVID-19, are still in short supply in 
the U.S., according to a 
Jan. 27 NPR article.
That isn’t to say masks are 
completely ineffective and by all 
means, wear one when you’re out of 
the house for your safety and the safety 
of others. 
But if you want to avoid the risk 
altogether, just stay home and get your 
necessities delivered.
One might wonder if the sudden 
shift to online shopping might have 
negative repercussions.
My colleague explains the 
environmental repercussions of 
increased delivery trucks and cars on 
the road to keep up with demand, as 
well as abundant waste generated 
from packaging.
Online shopping can be worse for 
the environment than just driving to 
the store for frequently bought items, 
according to a July 2020 article in 
the scientific journal Environmental 
Science & Technology.
Climate change is a very real 
problem that people need to 
take seriously.
However, the COVID-19 pandemic 
is a far more immediate problem 
taking lives every day.
So while my colleague asserts 
excessive online shopping can lead 
to negative environmental impacts,  
global carbon emissions actually went 
down by 7% from 2019-20, according 
to a Dec. 10, 2020 CNBC report.
The fact of the matter is, if you’re 
shopping online, you’re not going out 
to buy items in person. And if you’re 
not out and about, you’re not likely to 
catch or transmit COVID-19.
We can worry about the rest when 
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Should the NBA host the All-Star Game?
Despite thousands of Americans dying 
every day from the coronavirus, the NBA 
plans to host its 2021 All-Star Game 
with guests.  
Th is game is a potential superspreader 
being held in poor taste and it should 
be canceled.
Th e NBA All-Star Game will take 
place March 7 at the State Farm Arena in 
Atlanta, Georgia. 
While it is not a ticketed event and 
only players can bring guests, 1,200-1,500 
people are expected to attend, according 
to a Feb. 16 Atlanta Journal-Constitution 
article, the city’s daily newspaper.  
Guests and players must quarantine 
for seven days and test negative for 
COVID-19 four times before attending 
the event. Guests must also wear masks 
throughout the event, according to the 
same article.
Even though the measures being 
taken to prevent the spread are based 
on Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention guidelines, it only takes one 
COVID-19 positive person to turn this 
into a major public health hazard. 
Th e fact that the NBA has to take all of 
these precautions shows hosting patrons 
at the All-Star Game is a bad idea. 
It’s understandable to want to host the 
event, but at what cost?
Some NBA players, including 
Los Angeles Clippers player Kawhi 
Leonard and L.A. Lakers star LeBron 
James, were unhappy with the All-Star 
Game hosting guests, according to a 
Feb. 9 CNBC article.
Leonard said the driving force behind 
the game is profi t, in a Feb. 6 interview 
with NBC Sports.
“We all know why we’re playing it,” 
Leonard said in the interview.  “It’s money 
on the line; it’s an opportunity to make 
more money. Just putting money over 
health right now, pretty much.”
Putting profi t before safety is unethical 
and this belief is how the pandemic got so 
bad in the fi rst place.
James called the All-Star Game a “slap 
in the face” to players who were told it 
wouldn’t be held this season, according to 
a Feb. 4 LA Times article. 
A Feb. 18 CBS article also said the 
All-Star Game was previously canceled 
in November because of COVID-19 
concerns.  
COVID-19 is still as big of a problem 
as it was when the event was originally 
canceled and thousands of Americans are 
still dying every day. 
Th e NBA hosting this event is 
disrespectful to those who have suff ered 
and continue to suff er because of 
the disease.  
Th ere is only one redeeming quality 
about the 2021 NBA All-Star Game: Th e 
event is supposed to generate $2.5 million 
toward historically Black colleges and 
COVID-19 relief eff orts, according to a 
Feb. 18 article by KSL, an NBC-affi  liate 
news outlet based in Salt Lake City, Utah.
 While raising money for a reasonable 
cause is a good thing, there are other 
ways to go about it than to put people’s 
health and safety at risk. 
Philanthropy doesn’t change the fact 
that we’re still in the middle of 
a pandemic.
Th e NBA All-Star Game is putting 
profi t over people’s safety and there is no 
good reason for it to happen. 
If the NBA values its players and 
guests, it needs to cancel the event.
Th e NBA All-Star Game should continue 
this year despite the coronavirus pandemic.
Now that the All-Star Game is only 
weeks away, the conversation of whether 
it should be held has erupted among 
basketball and non-basketball fans alike. 
Th e NBA has done a good job creating 
a COVID-19 free bubbles and practicing 
safety protocols to keep players safe all 
season, so it should work with the 
All-Star Game. 
Teams including the Golden State 
Warriors have shown fans they take NBA 
guidelines very seriously when it comes 
to COVID-19.    
Aside from those on the court, everyone 
else practices social distancing while 
wearing face coverings. Th e NBA is also 
very strict when ensuring the safety of 
the players.
According to the NBA’s offi  cial website, 
“any player who tests positive, even if 
asymptomatic, will not be allowed to 
exercise for a minimum of 10 days and then 
must be monitored in individual workouts 
for an additional two days.” 
Th e All-Star Game can also increase 
morale among players and fans to create a 
sense of normalcy. 
“Aside from a small group of players’ 
guests, no spectators will be admitted to 
the arena,” according to a Feb. 18 New York 
Times article.
Th is is a smart idea since it would still 
compromise the player’s health to have any 
fans present. 
It will not be the same without as many 
fans in the arena, but still having the event 
and playing the game will be fun to watch 
even at home. 
I know I’ll be watching to see who will be 
the best 3-point shooter in the league 
and watching the All-Star Game will 
defi nitely help me feel like everything is 
the way it used to be before the pandemic.  
Some may argue it would be best to hold 
off  on the All-Star Game and that it seems 
more like a money grab than anything else. 
A handful of NBA stars, including 
LeBron James, have shared their opinion 
about playing in this year’s All-Star Game. 
In a post game interview aft er the 
Los Angeles Lakers beat the Denver 
Nuggets on Feb. 4, James stated he wasn’t 
excited about this season’s All-Star Game. 
“Short off season for myself and my 
teammates and then coming into this 
season, we were told that we were not 
having an All-Star Game, so we’d have a 
nice little break,” James said. “Th en they 
throw an All-Star Game on us like this 
and just breaks that all the way up. So, um, 
pretty much kind of a slap in the face.”  
However, this All-Star Game will be 
benefi cial for certain communities as the 
money made during the game will be 
donated toward historically Black colleges 
and universities (HBCUs). 
According to a Feb. 18 ESPN article, 
“Th e NBA, along with the National 
Basketball Players Association, will 
give more than $2.5 million to [HBCUs] 
as part of holding the event, as well as to 
support awareness around equity and 
access to COVID-19 care, relief 
and vaccines.”
Th e game will be safely executed and 
exert a sense of normalcy, all while helping 
communities in need by donating profi ts 
to Direct Relief, a humanitarian aid 
organization with a mission to improve 
the health and lives of people aff ected by 
poverty or emergencies, according to the 
offi  cial NBA website.   
Th is year’s NBA All-Star Game will be 
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The NBA hosting 
this event is 
disrespectful to 
those who have 
suff ered and 
continue to suff er 
because of 
the disease.
Yes, it resembles normalcy 
and profi ts will be donated
No, it presents serious 
health and safety concerns
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